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HIGHLIGHTS 


January 14 - 20, 1990 


Beneficial rain and snow continued over the Pacific Coast 
States during the first part of the week. On Tuesday, 
a storm system brought needed rain over the eastern 
portions of the hard red winter wheat in the central and 
southern Plains. The system then produced heavy rain in 
the lower and middle Mississippi Valley and the Ohio 
Valley. A second storm developed over the Southwest on 
Thursday, spreading heavy snow across the Rockies into 
the central Plains and western Corn Belt and heavy rain 
across the southern Plains into the Southeast. Parts of 
the western hard red winter wheat areas received over an 
inch of much welcomed precipitation. Thunderstorms 
inundated portions of eastern Texas with more than 9 
inches of rain, while a tornado was spawned near Lufkin, 
TX. This system then brought rain, snow, sleet, and 
freezing rain to much of the eastern third of the country 
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at week’s end. Unseasonably warm weather remained 
over much of the Nation so far during January. 
Numerous stations reported record-high temperatures 
for the date across the eastern two-thirds of the 
country. 
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Long-Term Drought Update 


Moderate to heavy precipitation brought important moderate drought or worse (-2 or less) remains in 
relief to dry areas in the central and southern some portions of all the Western States. 

Plains and California last week. The Palmer Drought 

Index maps, however, show that these and several For much of Iowa and western Illinois, more than 5 
other areas still need considerably more moisture inches of precipitation is required to bring the 
to eliminate long-term drought. Extreme drought index close to zero, with more than 10 inches 
(-4 or less)continues from last year in southern needed along the California coast (fig. 2). The 
Florida, northern Iowa, southern California, and in southeast coast of Florida and the southwest coast 
parts of the Dakotas, Nebraska, Minnesota, ef California need more than 16 inches of rain to 
Wisconsin, and Illinois (fig. 1). In addition, eliminate long-term dryness, according to the 

Palmer Index. 


Figure 1 





DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX BY DIVISION 
(LONG TERM PALMER) 
JAN 28, 1998 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending January 20, 1990 





PRECIPI- 


3Yow YO 
HOM! QS' 


HNO COAMORAOOMNOOHOOMHORHSDOHODOSO SOOO OOS HOSCOYEAMADOOSOOONOANAOOOOOOAAANA AMAA os 








3u0W YO 
HOw! TO’ 


AOAMA OCA GMA MOPF MONA GAA HAMM AAINOCDCSCOO OOOH HH OO OOOO AO OOD HD HOD VD OD AL NOD AY St A 09 WD OD OD 








NUMBER OF DAYS 
- TATION 


TEMPER 
TURE 





mo1aa anv Zo 


Ht EE RRM OOM HOA OOCOMOMNMOOOROPFONODONOSOONOOHAANAHOOCOCOOMHEPFONNOVATMHONMONMOMTAAIAOOOOS 














aa0av anv 06 


Sooo coo Ooo ODOC DOO OOOO OOOO OOS SOOO SOO SOOO DDO OS OS SOHO OO OS OSS SSO OSD O SG SSS SSG OSOOCS 





RELATIVE 
HUMIDITY, 
PERCENT 


WOWINIW 
39VYSAV 


SLKS SLI LHLSSSSLGLSFISRISSISS VCH SSRIRIRFSSFLLELSSSSTLSTISSTETSRSIWISRTSISBES 








Whi XVW 
B9VeSAV 


BIRSRSRSSVBSLSBSSSSSSILISLISSSFLIFKIHFZISSSSSREKTLSSSIRLASSSSSSBSSFSSBSVRBS 





PRECIPITATION 


b NWP 39NIS 
WWuON 13d 


SER°GSS SES SASRLIABRE VY ALSASSLSORAI gag RAIA TeaHSsASLRCsHssSERSRSSSRALE 








+ NWF 30NIS 
“ME “WLOL 


NQO~ALHCQHNoay 


Reta ty Bec er ha ber bef taf DB fa i ha mi Sa Bat ee a Bi Be > 
°e AAANAKK AS 


,eoue fe 
¢ “OAAK SA Nea FAAA TOA a Nndda a "a 





b 90 30NIS. 


TWWYON *19d 


SRESLIKFGE RETF ISRRASST HSE SHASBARSBAZTEE VARAAVRSRSSSRESHASLATZBSLNSLS 








b 990 30NIS 
ME “WLOL 


SaPTORORAtgS ten 2% BMS OO Sh oo eee i cedcaadce 


MHOWDWNCOBDNOH 
SATA HARA HAAAGH SH FOUNS SIM OHoS AN HHA AAHTIGH A 


oangn Amada 
ae 4 


ow ONarseaad 








; NI ieaivans 


HMOANHAHONGTOOHOHOHOANHHEEHYEQON 


One 


os fat Shc a So Dt a PD Rei i> hehe 2 RIrsaae 


N 








wwuon WOU 
aunivvd3ad 


TWTHCHAONSO 
ee ee 8 


HHH SY CHHANSKAROHOAOHY 
. Aaaneaia 


MANMAMNOAWVO 
° * ° eee eo 
eve 4  8 <a. Pai ita . 7 








‘NI ‘?WLOL 
ATI33M 


DIAOOHOHOROUHHH RADNER NAVE QHGNUOHWOOH 
° “pe pot it Tee ° 7 nhamoe “a 


N OMNMN 4 





°F 


TEMPERATURE 


WWYON WONS 
aunivvd3ad 


ov 
ad 








BOVYSAV 





MOT 
Iw3YLX3 





HOTH 
IWw3YLX3 





WW INIW 
JOVYSAV 


FBSRISSLSSTSSESERG 








WWI XVW 
JOVISAV 


L2SSLL 


HERERESSIRSS 








STATIONS 





INDIANAPOLIS 


FORT WAYNE 
SOUTH BEND 

IA DES MOINES 
DODGE CITY 
TOPEKA 
WICHITA 

KY BOWLING GREEN 
LEXINGTON 
LOUISVILLE 

LA ALEXANDRIA 
BATON ROUGE 
LAKE CHARLES 
NEW ORLEANS 


WATERLOO 
KS CONCORDIA 


SPRINGFIELD 
IN EVANSVILLE 
SIOUX CITY 


AL BIRMINGHAM 








Based on 1951-80 normals 





Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin January 23, 1990 





Weather Data for the WeekEnding January 20, 1990 
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January 20, 1990 


Weather Data for the Week Ending 
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National Agricultural Summary 


January 14-20, 1990 


HIGHLIGHTS: 


Above-normal 
prevailed across most of the Nation. 


temperatures again 


Precipitation 


fell in the Great Plains from Texas to central 


Nebraska, 


temperatures 


providing much needed snow cover and 
moisture to the winter wheat crop. 
and moisture were 

livestock producers as they helped pastures. 


The moderate 
beneficial to 
Wheat 


producers and fruit growers were concerned that the 


warm weather will start growth too soon, 


leaving 


these crops more vulnerable to a freeze hard later. 


SMALL GRAIN: Precipitation fell in the Plains States 
from Texas to central Nebraska, providing much 
needed moisture and snow cover to much of the winter 
wheat crop. The Texas small grains were beginning 
to improve with milder January temperatures and 
recent moisture. Heavy, wet snow over the northern 
High Plains was the first moisture of the season for 
many stressed dryland fields. Irrigation was steady 
over other fields. Increased greening and slow 
growth was occurring in the Blacklands and central 
part of the State. In Oklahoma, the welcomed 
precipitation ended a lengthy dry period. The 
recent warmth broke dormancy and wheat pastures were 
greening. Snow covered the western and southwestern 
districts of Kansas and will provide protection 
against possible freeze damage. The recent moisture 
was beneficial to the Missouri wheat crop, but 
farmers were concerned that the warm weather will 
start growth too soon, leaving crops more vulnerable 
to a late hard freeze. Winter wheat in Montana was 
in mostly good to fair condition. Most of the 
poorer crop was in the northeast part of the State. 
Snow cover was mostly poor to fair with the best 
protection in the central part of the State. To 
date, most of the crop is free of wind damage. The 
Oregon winter wheat crop was in fair to good 
condition, with the crop growing in most areas. 
Russian wheat aphid populations were decreasing in 
most fields in the Columbia Basin, but there were 
enough exceptions to be of concern. Other fall 
grains looked good in the Willamette Valley. In the 
eastern Corn Belt, there was no snow cover; 
however, there has been no stress with the mild 
winter weather. 

VEGETABLES: Warm temperatures and very limited 
rainfall prevailed over Florida's major vegetable 
producing areas. Planting of spring crops was very 
active. Available volume of radishes and escarole 
was increasing. Reduced supplies of tomatoes, 
cabbage, peppers, celery, squash, and specialty type 
lettuce were available. The first west-central 
watermelons were planted. California artichokes 
were in moderate supply with variable quality. The 
central-coast broccoli was in light supply with 
variable quality, while the desert broccoli was in 
heavy supply. Cauliflower and celery were in 
moderate supplies with variable quality in the Santa 
Maria area. The quality of the desert lettuce was 
improving. Growers thinned and applied fungicides 
to iceberg lettuce fields in the Huron area. 
Processing tomato planting was curtailed due to rain 
in the San Joaquin Valley. Harvest operations of 
cabbage and carrots were slowly increasing in Texas' 


Rio Grande Valley. were 
increasing. In the San Antonio-Winter Garden area, 
the spinach harvest was resuming slowly. The carrot 


harvest was very slow to resume because tops were 
still weak. 


Planting operations 


FRUIT AND NUTS: The Florida citrus areas received 
very little rain; temperatures were warm and all 
areas were irrigating. New growth with pinhead 
bloom buds were evident. Salvage harvesting of 
early and midseason oranges was very active. Fresh 
grapefruit shipments were limited. The honey 
tangerine harvest was starting. Caretakers were 
unbanking and unwrapping young trees due to warm 
weather. In California, pruning vineyards, tying 
vines, and controlling weeds were slowed by 
precipitation. Pruning, spraying herbicides, and 
applying fertilizer progressed in orchards. Naval 
orange, lemon, grapefruit, and avocado harvests were 
slowed. Peaches and table grapes were budding in 
Riverside County. The citrus harvest continued in 
west and central Arizona. Apple movement slowed and 
pecan shipments continued. There was not much 
activity in Texas citrus groves as growers waited 
to see the extent of tree damage following the 
freeze. Fruit growers continued pruning operations 
is many States. Some growers were concerned that 
fruit trees may become susceptible to freeze damage 
if warm temperatures continue. 


OTHER FIELD CROPS: Sugarcane harvest and processing 
were active in Florida. Continued dry and mild 
weather early in the week provided excellent 
conditions for fieldwork in Alabama. A few fields 
of Irish potatoes were planted in the extreme south. 
Some early winter forage was greenchopped in 
California. Late-seeded canola in Kentucky was 
probably lost to the December cold. Tobacco bed 
preparation was nearly complete in Georgia and in 
good condition. Preparing and seeding tobacco beds 
were active in North Carolina. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Livestock was responding 
favorably to above-normal temperatures. Texas 
ranges and pastures were amtinn some signs of 
improvement as mild weather and moisture returned 
most areas. Oklahoma wheat pastures were greening. 
Heavier feeding of livestock was necessary in areas 
of the central Plains with snow cover. Lambing and 
calving activity was increasing in Michigan and 
Idaho. Florida pastures were mostly fair to good 
in the Panhandle and northern peninsula and fair in 
the southern areas. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These sunmaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a national scale. 


More detailed 


data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation 


with the National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: 
isolated 
normal. 
Continued dry, 
provided excellent 
livestock management. 
vegetables planted in 
wheat, livestock, 


Rain 1.00 to 3.50 in.; near 5-00 1s 
areas. Temperatures 9 to 15 above 


mild weather early in week 
conditions for fieldwork, 
Few fields irish potatoes, 
extreme south. Winter 
pastures mostly good. Primary 
activities: General care of livestock, poultry, 
catfish; machinery, equipment repair; land 
preparation, as weather permitted. 
ARIZONA: Cold upper level storm system brought 
snow, rain, low temperatures north mountains, 
central early in period; clearing, colder 16th; 
additional rain, snow statewide 17th, 18th. 
Rainfall mostly 0.50 in. to 1.00 in.; temperatures 
6° below normal to 3° above normal. 

Small grains seeded 100%, 96% 1989, 89% avg.; 
stands established 94%, 87% 1989, 58% avg.; good; 
weather slowed fieldwork. Alfalfa mostly good 
except southeast fair; grazing continued; 
herbicides applied west. Cotton field preparation 
began. Citrus harvests continued west, central; 
al ee winter lettuce harvested west; mixed 
vegetables harvested west, central. Apple 
movement slowed; pecan shipments continued. 


ARKANSAS: Warm, wet week. 
rainfall latter part of week. 
Rainfall 1.28 to 6.67 in. 
Rains replenished moisture shortage. 
good. Pastures improving. 
supplemental feeding continued. 


Well above normal 
Extremes 24°; 74 


Wheat crop 
Livestock good, 


CALIFORNIA: Series of fronts brought rain with 
snow at higher elevations to the entire State 
during first half of week. Snow fell as low as 
about 1500 feet in central Sierra Nevada. High 
pressure built over the State mid week, brought 
warmer temperatures, dry conditions with fog 
redeveloping in the valleys. 

General rains early interrupted field 
activities. Seeding winter grains. Seeded fields 
tillering. Russian wheat aphid found Monterey 
County. Some early winter forage green chopped. 
Fertilization, weed control active. Sheep grazing 
alfalfa fields. Some new alfalfa fields seeded. 
Land preparation spring crops active. Rain 
delayed desert corn harvest. Vineyard pruning, 
tying vines, weed control slowed by precipitation. 
Pruning, spraying herbicide, fertilizer 
applications progressed, orchards. Navel orange, 
lemons, grapefruit, avocado harvests’ slowed. 
Peaches, table grapes budding, Riverside County. 
Artichokes moderate supply, variable quality. 
Broccoli light supply, variable quality, central 
coast, desert broccoli heavy supply. Cauliflower, 
celery moderate supplies, variable quality, Santa 
Maria. Quality desert lettuce improving. Growers 
thinned, applied fungicides iceberg lettuce 
fields, Huron area. Processing tomato planting 
curtailed due to rain, San Joaquin Valley. 
Livestock good condition, statewide. Range, 
pasture conditions winter supply levels improved 
significantly, Sacramento, San Joaquin Valley 
areas due to continued rainfall. Feeding areas 
northern, southern counties showed slight 
improvement from additional precipitation. 
Supplemental feeding continued. 


COLORADO: On 15th, western areas received 0.20 
to 0.40 in. precipitation at lower elevations, 
1.00 to 6.00 in. of new snow in the mountains. On 
19th new system moved up from southwest area 
through the northeast. Storm intensified as it 
moved, leaving 2.00 to 5.00 in new snow in the 
northern mountains, 6.00 to 10.0 in. central, 
southern areas, 12.0 in. or more in northeastern 
areas. Actual moisture 0.40 to 1.26 in. of water. 
Temperatures 6 to 8 above normal. 


FLORIDA: Unscasonably warm, 
Temperatures 10 to 15° above normal northwest; 8 
to 12) above normal elsewhere. Maximum readings 
of 80° or above occurred nearly statewide; a few 
upper 80s across Peninsula. Lowest temperatures 
for week mostly in 40s north, 50s elsewhere, 
except 30s Panhandle, 60s lower southeast coast. 
Significant rain confined to Panhandle; 0.50 to 
1.00 in. common. Elsewhere, little if any rain. 

Soil moisture Panhandle adequate to surplus; 
Peninsula short to adequate. Lack of rainfall 
helped Panhandle dry out. Sugarcane harvest, 
processing active. Panhandle, northern Peninsula 
pastures mostly fair to good; central Peninsula 
mainly poor to fair; southern Peninsula fair. 
Throughout State, few localities severe to very 
poor. Cattle fair to good. Citrus areas very 
little rain, warm temperatures, irrigating all 
areas. New growth with pinhead bloom buds. 
Salvage harvesting early, mid season oranges very 
active. Limited fresh grapefruit shipments. 
Honey tangerine harvest starting, caretakers 
unbanking, unwrapping young trees due to warm 
weather. Warm temperatures, very limited rainfall 
prevailed over major vegetable producing areas. 
Planting spring crops very active. Available 
volume increasing radishes, escarole. Also 
available reduced supplies tomatoes, cabbage, 
peppers, celery, squash, specialty type lettuce. 
First west central watermelons planted. 


generally dry. 


GEORGIA: 
south. 


Wet north, much less rain in central, 
North 1.00 to 2.50 in., southwest under 
1.25 in. Southeast under 0.50 in. Temperatures 
10 to 15° above normal. Warmest highs 70s north, 
upper 70s central, low 80s south. Coldest lows 
20, 21st, lows 20s north, mid 30s central, 40 
extreme south, southeast. 

Soil moisture surplus except adequate southwest. 
Land preparation slow. Tobacco bed preparation 
nearly complete, condition good. Small grains 
fair to good, warm weather increasing growth. 
Pastures poor to good. Cattle, hogs good. 


HAWAII: Gusty winds, heavy showers persisted 
over all islands most of week. Skies mostly cloudy 
with continuous shower activity. Winds variable 
5 to 30 mph with temperatures low 60s to low 80s. 
Rainfall 1.00 to 19.10 in. 

Days suitable for farm work 7.0. Papaya 
production remains low. Pineapple harvesting 
continues. Wet conditions many areas hampering 
field, harvesting activities. 


IDAHO: Temperatures 1 to 14° above normal. 
Precipitation light, spotty. Most areas below 
normal except for southern, ecastern localities. 
Cooler temperatures kept most farmers indoors, 
where they planned for upcoming crop. season, 
repaired machinery, prepared taxes, attended 
meetings. Some calving, lambing underway. Other 
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activities included marketing, 
products, moving cattle to 

pastures, general livestock care. 
Hay, roughage supplies adequate. 


shipping farm 
lower elevation 
Livestock good. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 14 to 18° above normal. 
Precipitation generally less than 1.00 in. north, 
more than 1.50 in. south. 

Soil moisture 78% short, 22% adequate. 
wheat 1% excellent, 68% good, 27% fair, 
Livestock good. 


Winter 
4% poor. 


INDIANA: Temperatures about 15° above normal. 
Lows mostly in the 30s, highs mid 40s to mid 50s. 
Precipitation 0.50 to 2.00 in. Soils unfrozen at 
least 4.00 in. deep. 

Rain limited field activities. 
activities: Spreading manure, 
cleaning fence rows, 
hay, machinery 


Other 
hauling grain, 
processing tobacco, moving 
repair, chiseling, purchasing 
Supplies, attending meetings, tax preparation, 
care of livestock. Hay supplies adequate. 
Livestock good. Warm week. 


IOWA: Temperatures 13 to 19° above normal. 
Extremes 4°; 64°, Precipitation trace to 1.11 
in.; average 0.40 in. Wettest week in past ten 
weeks. 

Livestock good. Grain movement mostly 
Moderate utilization of stalk fields. 
planning for spring planting. 


KANSAS: 
Range 5 


light. 
Farmers 


Temperatures contipue above normal. 
above northwest to 15° above northeast, 
east central. Precipitation received across 
State. Snow in west, southwest areas. Rain over 
remainder State. 

Snowcover western, 
provide wheat 


areas will 
against possible 
freeze damage. Other areas received rain 
improving soil moisture. Heavier feeding 
livestock necessary in areas snowcovered. 


southwestern 
with protection 


KENTUCKY: Warm, 
50s to 60s, cooler 9 readings 19th to 2st. 
Temperatures 14 to 18° above normal. Rainfall 
2.00 to 2.50 in. west, central, 1.00 southeast. 
Most rain 18th through 20th. 

Soil moisture ample, flooding low areas, river 
bottoms. Water erosion some fields. Wheat has 
partially greened again. Late seeded canola 
probably lost to December cold. Burley markets 
beginning to close, rainy weather end of week 
beneficial for late burley stripping. Barnyards 
sloppy with rain, mild temperatures. Feed 
supplies ample. 


wet weather. Temperatures mid 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures across. the 
generally at least 10° above normal. 
21-3 So. Ratntall 6.70 to 6.71 in. 

Main activities: Crawfishing;s livestock care; 
routine chores. 


State 
Extremes 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: Precipitation 
0.09 in. 


ee Extremes 

: 7”. 
DELAWARE: Precipitation 012 in. 
; noraal 34”. Extreses 21"; 67". 


MICHIGAN: 
Extremes -1 


MARYLAND: 
Temperature 43°, normal 


Temperature 


‘ Temperatures 9 to 15° above normal. 

57 Precipitation 0.04 to 1.23 in. 
across State. Continued mild temperatures left 
only minimal snowcover in southern half of State. 

Major activities: Marketing grain, hay, caring 
for livestock, pruning orchards, routine winter 
maintenance. Mild weather especially good for 
livestock. Feed supplies remain abundant. 
Livestock excellent condition. Lambing, calving 
activity increasing. 


MINNESOTA: | Temperatures 14 to 18° above normal. 
Extremes 1°; 49 Precipitation none to 0.10 in. 
greatest weekly total 0.32 in. 


MISSISSIPPI: Very warm, very yet. go cmperatures 
13° above normal. Extremes 17°; 7 Rainfall 
2.01 in. above normal, maximum weekly 7.56 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 0.3. Soil moisture 
excessive. Wheat fair to good. Pastures fair, 
livestock good. Hay supply adequate. Feed grains 
adequate. Some flooding expected in bottomland 
fields. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures 15° above normal south 
to 22° above normal north. Precipitation 0.50 to 
1.00 in. north, 2.00 to 4.00 in. south. 

Recent moisture of benefit to wheat, farmers 
concerned warm weather will start growth too soon, 
leaving crops more vulnerable to tJlater’ hard 
freeze. Range feed quite limited, hay generally 
adequate. Livestock water supply southern 
counties improved by rain. 


MONTANA: Temperatures above normal statewide, 
north central much above normal. Precipitation 
accumulated all areas except west, north central. 
Amounts mostly less than 0.25 in. 

Winter wheat 1% very poor, 6% poor, 29% fair, 
61% good, 3% excellent. Most of the poorer 
condition readings are in the northeast part of 
the State. Snowcover protection 42% poor, 36% 
fair, 16% good, 6% excellent. Snowcover 
protection is the best in the central part of 
State, is generally lacking in the eastern 
sections. Wind damage to winter wheat to date is 
69% none, 23% light, 7% moderate, 1% heavy. About 
98% of all cattle and sheep are receiving 
supplemental feed. Grazing is 44% open, 32% 
difficult, 24% closed on winter pasture, crop 
residue, 


NEBRASKA: Dry until a strong snow storm grossed 
the State 19th, 20th. Temperatures 7 to 15° above 
normals. Precipitation a quarter. to an inch 
mostly as snow. Extremes -1 3; 62°, Heaviest 
snowfall occurred in the Panhandle, south central, 
southwest areas. 


NEVADA: Return to winter after 


spring like 
temperatures earlier. 


Week began with snow across 
northern two thirds. By mid week more snow spread 
into central, northern areas. Clear skies 
returned end of period with bitter cold 
temperatures. Coldest reading 24° below zero 
extreme north. Fog common most low areas. 

Low night temperatures hard on newborn calves, 

lambs. Lack snowcover plus night low temperatures 
not favorable fall seeded grains. Chopping ice 
for cattle becoming more widespread. 
NEW ENGLAND: Precipitation (rainfall and water 
equivalent of snow) 0.50 to 0.75 in. coastal 
Connecticut, 0.25 to 0.50 Th. remainder. 
Temperatures low teens near Canadian border to mid 
30s south coast. Temperatures near normal. 

Major farm activities: Tending livestock, 
machinery maintenance, moving crops from storage. 


NEW JERSEY: 
north, 40° south, 43° coastal. 
Precipitation near normal north, below normal 
south, coastal; 0.71 in. north, 0.49 in. south, 
0.38 in. coastal. Heaviest 24 hour total 0.65 in. 
on 20th, 21st. Heaviest 24 hour snowfall 3.00 in. 
on 20th, 21st. Depth of snow on ground up to 1.00 
in. north, none central, south. 

Farmers performed machinery maintenance, repair; 
livestock tending; normal winter chores. 


Temperatures much above normal; 36° 
; 63 


Extremes 18°; 
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NEW MEXICO: Winter storm hit State 18th, 20th. 
Heaviest amounts of snow fell over the northern 
mountains, northwest, with 2 to 3 feet of snow 
falling over some of the higher elevations. 


NEW YORK: Cold, dry with a few snow flurries 
falling. Warming trend followed. Record high 
temperatures central, southwestern areas as 
readings climbed into the upper 50s to 60s. 
Colder air returned late week setting off heavy 
rains in the western, northern areas. Runoff from 
the rains, snow melt started ice moving on many 
streams, caused some local ice jam flooding. 
Temperatures tumbled to the 20s, 30s by 19th. 
Snow followed with 4.00 to 5.00 in. falling in the 
southern tier, Catskills by the 20th, with more to 
come. 

Major activities: Caring for livestock, 
grading, packing fruit, attending meetings, trade 
shows, repair, maintenance work. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 4 to ry 
normal across State. Extremes 18 
Precipitation none to 1.09 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.1. Soil moisture 
85% adequate, 15% surplus. Pasture 2% very poor, 
18% poor, 51% fair, 29% good, Livestock feed from 
pasture 31%. Crop condition: Wheat, 1% very poor, 
3% poor, 48% fair, 48% good; oats 3% poor, 49% 
fair, 48% good; barley 47% fair, 53% good; rye 40% 
fair, 60% good; hay, roughage supplies 5% short, 
89% adequate, 6% surplus. Feed grain supplies 5% 
short, 94% adequate, 1% surplus. Activities: 
Preparing, seeding tobacco beds, tending 
livestock, cutting wood, general farm maintenance, 


— 


NORTH DAKOTA: Temperatures 11° above normal 
southwest to 19 above normal north central. 
Precipitation 0.01 in. north central, northeast to 
0.23 in. south central. 

Soil moisture below normal. 
good, receiving supplemental 
roughage supplies mostly adequate. 


OHIO: Highs mid 40s to mid 50s; average lows 
mid 30s. Temperatures 13 to 18 above normal. 
Precipitation 0.50 to 1.00 in. Soils thawed enough 
to absorb moisture. Soil temperatures mid to upper 
30s at 4.00 in. depth. 

No snowcover on winter wheat; no stress from 
mild winter weather. Some concerns that prolonged 
mild temperatures may make fruit crops susceptible 
to damage if harsh weather returns. 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures moderate. Much needed 
precipitation fell during week. Over 6.00 in. of 
snow received northwest. Rest of State ranged 
0.50 to 2.00 tn. rata. 

Welcomed precipitation ended lengthy dry spell. 
Recent warmth broke dormancy, wheat pasture 
greening. Fruit trees may become susceptible to 
freeze damage if warm temperatures continuc. Hay 
supplies remain ample. Cattle good, prices 
slightly lower than preceding week. 


Livestock mostly 
forages. Hay, 


OREGON: Rain less than 0.60 in. at coast, 0.30 
to 0.40 in. remainder of west. Less than 0.10 
in. fell east of Cascades. Normal to slightly 
above a eee occurred all areas. 
Extremes 4 > 

Soil Pt Po short to adequate statewide. 
Winter wheat fair to good, growing most areas. 
Russian wheat aphid populations decreasing in most 
fields Columbia Basin; enough exceptions to be of 
concern. Other fall grains look good Willamette 
Valley. Filbert, fruit tree pruning continued. 
Wind, flood damage to berry trellises west. 
Ground mostly bare, frozen eastern range country. 
Livestock good to excellent. Range, pasture poor 
to excellent. Ranches not full feeding yet, 


exception Klamath Basin where ranges are in 
poorest in State. Hay supplies mostly good. 
Calving, lambing underway Umatilla County. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Unseasonably warm weather during 
mid week with most of ag oo ebiom a cca 
beginning, end of the week, a ne Ke 
above normal. Extremes 6° aig dha OR +3 
0.88 in., 0.23 in. above pO 

Activities: Spreading manure, 
livestock; maintaining machinery; 
cutting firewood. 


caring for 
fixing fences, 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Rainfall 2.00 in. 
less than 0.25 in. cast. 
above normal. 


northwest tg 
Temperatures 10 to 15 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Temperatures 8 to 17° above 
normal. Extremes ; 59°, Precipitation 
above normal northwest, north central and extreme 
southeast, light amounts rest of State. Maximum 
melted precipitation 0.68 in. Yearly 
precipitation above normal northwest, below normal 
elsewhere. Range 0.30 in. above normal to 0.78 
in. below normal. Snowcover 2.00 to 6.00 in. 
northwest, north central, 2.00 to 10.0 in. extreme 
southeast, 5.00 in. Black Hills. 


TENNESSEE: Warm, moist 
over State early week. Cold front crossed State 
18th, followed by warm front 19th. Another cold 
front 20th crossed State as weak high pressure 
built over west 21st. Temperatures 15 to 20 

above normal statewide. Mid week frontal systems 
brought widespread showers statewide. Many areas 
received over 1.50 in. rainfall. 

Livestock responding favorably to very mild 
conditions. Conditions generally good for outdoor 
maintenance, improvements. Farmers took advantage 
of warm weather by catching up routine outdoor 
chores. 


southerly air spread 


TEXAS: Weather unavailable. 

Crops: Small grains beginning improvement with 
milder January temperatures, recent moisture. 
Heavy, wet snow northern High Plains’ first 
moisture of season many stressed dryland fields. 
Irrigation steady other fields. Increased 
greening, slow growth Blacklands, central. All 
areas grazing remained very light. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande 
harvest operations slowly increasing 
carrots. Planting operations increasing. Not 
much activity citrus groves, as grove care 
companies, growers wait to see extent of tree 
damage following freeze. San Antonio Winter 
Garden spinach harvest slowly resuming. Carrot 
harvest very slow to resume because tops still 
weak, Land preparations High Plains slowed by 
wet weather late week. Peach producers continued 
pruning operations parts of State. Some dormant 
oils being applied. 

Range and Livestock: 
some signs improvement, 


Valley 
cabbage, 





Ranges, pastures showing 
mild weather, moisture 
returned most areas. Small grains provide little 
grazing. Supplemental feeding active, increased 
High Plains with heavy snow. Some producers sold 
or placed some cattle in feedlots because lack of 
forage. Body conditions vary across State; most 
fair to good. 





UTAH: Precipitation all reporting stations. 
Amounts moderate except light in a a Uinta 
Basin divisions. Maximum temperatures above 
normal, minimums 10° above. 

Very little snow in valleys, 
pack in mountains. Farmers concerned about 
alfalfa survival because of warm open winter. 
Livestock stress minimal during moderate weather. 
Ranges in need of moisture. 


below normal snow 
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VIRGINIA: Very warm period, temperatures 7 to WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures 45°, 13 to 18° 
12° above normal. Extremes 14°; 74 Light above normal. Extremes 19°; 72°. Precipitation 
precipitation, less than 0.25 in. avg. 0.69 in., extremes 0.43 in. north central, 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.0. Topsoil 23% northwest. 
surplus, 77% adequate. Winter grains, grazing Days suitable for fieldwork 2.4. Soil moisture 
crops 2% excellent, 42% good, 56% fair. Forage 68% adequate, 32% surplus. Livestock good to 
from pastures, dairy cattle 5%, beef cattle 22%, fair; calving 6% complete, lambing 12% complete. 
sheep 20%. Soil sampling, plowing, livestock Feed supplies adequate to surplus. Wheat good to 
care. Tatr. Barley fair to good. Farm activities: 

. General farm maintenance, feeding’ livestock, 
WASHINGTON: Temperatures 2 to 11° above normal, calving, lambing. F 
east; 1 to 5° above normal, west. Precipitation 
none to 0.37 in., east; 0.14 to 0.47 tIn., west. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 2.8. Soil moisture 0 0 0 
33% short, 66% adequate, 1% surplus. Range, WISCONSIN: Temperature 28 . Extremes -5'; 54°. 
pasture 85% short, 15% adequate. Hay, other Precipitation 0.10 to 0.40. in. Rain statewide 
roughage 5% very short, 40% short, 55% adequate. i6th to 17th. Snow 1.00 to 7.00 in. south, central 
Temperatures above normal across the State; on 20th. 
precipitation amounts were light. Western 
counties, flood waters receded, farmers were 
assessing the damage. Livestock continue to do WYOMING: Temperatures above normal. 
well with the milder temperatures, some cattle Precipitation near normal. 
still remain on pasture. Activity in the west Winter wheat fair to good. Livestock mostly 
included pruning fruit trees, caneberries; feeding good. Warmer weather reducing stress, feed 
livestock; harvesting forced rhubarb. In the requirements. Supplemental feeding underway most 
east, activities included feeding livestock; areas. Sheep producers preparing for early 
applying herbicides to alfalfa; fruit tree shearing, lambing. Farmers, ranchers busy 
pruning. Winter wheat 1% poor, 29% fair, 70% planning for 1990. 
good. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 
HIGHLIGHTS 


January 14-20, 


WESTERN USSR  ... Early-week bitter cold in the 
east stresses winter grains. Continued 
unseasonably warm weather favors winter grain 
areas in the west and south, but leaves crops 
without a protective snow cover. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA ... 
over Moroccan winter 
stage. Showers 
Tunisia, falling 
areas. 


Minimal 
grains 
continue 
mainly 


rain prevails 

in the vegetative 
over Algeria and 
along coastal crop 





EUROPE coe Much warmer-than-normal weather 
covers northern and central crop areas. 
Beneficial dry weather continues in sections of 
the southwest. 








WESTERN USSR 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
o (25 mm = 1 INCH) 


SOA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FAC! JAN 14-20, 990 





WESTERN USSR ... Bitter cold continued to cover 
winter grain areas in the Volga Vyatsk, the 
Central Region, Black Soils Region, and the 
Volga early in the week. Nighttime lows on 
January 13-15 ranged from -18 to -31 degrees 
Celsius (C), exceeding the threshold for 
winterkill in those areas without a protective 
snow cover. Although adequate snow cover 
provided protection in most areas, some damage 
to winter crops may have occurred, especially in 
the Black Soils Region where snow cover was 
shallow. On January 16, a rapid warming trend 
began ever these areas and continued until 
week’s end. In the Baltic States, Belorussia, 
and the Ukraine, the weather continued 
unseasonably warm. Weekly average temperatures 
ranging from 4 to 9 degrees C melted most of the 
snow cover, leaving winter grains vulnerable to 
potential extreme cold. Widespread 
precipitation covered the region with heaviest 
amounts (25-50mm), mostly rain, covering the 
eastern Ukraine and the western North Caucasus. 





1990 


SOUTH ASIA ... Drier, warmer weather increases 
growth of vegetative to heading wheat. Light 
rain covers Pakistan. 


EASTERN ASIA ... Heavy rain falls across much of 
southeastern China. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA ... Widespread showers continue 
over Indonesia and Malaysia. Drier weather 
covers the Philippines. 


SOUTH AFRICA ... Highly variable rain falls over 
reproductive corn across the Maize Triangle. 





SOUTH AMERICA ... Widespread rain favors summer 
crops in Argentina and southern Brazil. 


AUSTRALIA ... Rain benefits 
southeastern Queensland. 


summer crops in 





EUROPE 
TOTAL PRECIPITA 
(25mm = 1 — am) 
JAN 14-20, 1990 
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EUROPE eee An active storm track through 
Scandinavia brought mild maritime air and light 
to moderate rain (5-20mm with isolated amounts 
in excess of 20mm) to much of northern Europe. 
Unseasonably mild temperatures (3-9 degrees C 
above normal) covered northern and central crop 
areas, reducing protective snow cover in the 
northeast. In the south, beneficial dry weather 
continued in central and southern sections of 
the Iberian Peninsula, while scattered showers 
(5-40mm, with isolated rainfall in excess of 
50mm) fell across northern and eastern coastal 
Spain and southwestern France. Southeastern 
France and northern Italy remained unfavorably 


dry. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(25mm = 1 INCH) 
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SOUTH AFRICA ... Drier, warmer weather returned 
to the northwestern Maize Triangle, where 
reproductive to filling crops have experienced 
limited moisture for much of the growing 
season. Weekly rainfall averaged less than 10mm 
over southwestern Transvaal as well as much of 
the central Orange Free State, but light to 
moderate showers (10-25mm or more) maintained 
generally favorable growing conditions over most 
other primary crop areas. A local heavy shower 
(100mm) over south-central Orange Free State 
likely caused local flooding. Temperatures 
averaged near to above normal across South 
Africa, with high temperatures in the mid 
thirties C occurring for brief periods in the 
western Maize Triangle. 





SOUTH ASIA 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
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SOUTH ASIA ... 
unseasonably 
near to 
wheat 
crops. 


In contrast to last week’s 
cool weather, temperatures averaged 
above normal across India’s northern 
regions, increasing growth of vegetative 

Temperatures were near to above normal 
elsewhere, averaging 1-3 degrees C above normal 
over central wheat areas. Winter wheat in 
central India is in or approaching the heading 
stage. Rainfall in South Asia was limited to 
Pakistan, where scattered, mostly light rain 
(1-1lmm) fell. 


t 
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NORTHWESTERN 
continued 
Tunisia. 
coastal 
rainfall 


AFRICA ...Widespread showers 
over winter grain areas in Algeria and 

Greatest amounts (25-50mm) fell along 

locations, while further inland, 
amounts ranged from 5 to 18mm. The 
rain in these areas continued to increase 
moisture for winter grain emergence and early 
crop growth. In Morocco, minimal rain covered 
winter grains in the vegetative stage, and crops 
had to rely on adequate soil moisture reserves 
to meet crop-moisture demands. 





SOUTHEAST ASIA 


TOTAL FaRCHrTTATION — 
=1 mH) 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA ... Widespread, moderate to heavy 
showers (25-50mm or more) continued across 
Malaysia and Indonesia, maintaining favorable 
conditions for immature rice. Heaviest rain 
(100-200mm or more) fell over western Sumatra 
and from eastern Java eastward, causing local 
flooding (data were received from Indonesia for 
the first time since late December). Further 
north, only scattered, light rain (1-11mm) fell 
over the Thai Peninsula, but locally heavy rain 
(27-53mm) covered rice areas near Bangkok, 
improving irrigation reserves for secondary 
crops. In the Philippines, moderate rain 
(25-50mm or more) was limited to southern and 
eastern Luzon and only local areas of the 
central islands. Minimal rain (1-15mm) 
dominated the east-central islands and Mindanao. 
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SOUTH AMERICA ... Locally heavy showers fell in 
southern Brazil and scattered portions of 
Argentina. In south-central Brazil, beneficial 
rain (42-66mm) favored soybeans in Rio Grande do 
Sul and southern Parana, where moisture was 
becoming limited. Widespread showers (10-41mm) 
fell in southwestern Mato Grosso do Sul, 
northern Parana, and eastern Sao Paulo. 
Rainfall diminished to less than 10mm further 
north. Moisture is adequate to abundant for 
soybeans. Locally inundating rain (100-200mm) 
soaked southern Paraguay, likely causing some 
flooding. In Argentina, showers covered most 
summer crop areas, with weekly rainfall 
averaging 10-17mm over most of Cordoba and Santa 
Fe. While an isolated heavier amount of 60mm 
was reported in southern Cordoba, widespread 
heavier rain (25-75mm or more) fell in all but 
extreme western Buenos Aires. Moisture is 
adequate for summer crops. 
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EASTERN ASI ees 
(10-60mm, with 
60mm) fell 


Moderate to heavy rain 
scattered amounts in excess of 
across much of southeastern China 
from Jiangsu southwestward to Guangxi, further 
increasing off-season soil moisture levels. It 
was the heaviest precipitation to fall in the 
lower Yangtze Valley since early fall. Light to 
moderate rain (5-20mm) fell across middle and 
upper sections of the Yangtze Valley. 
Elsewhere, mostly light snow and rain (less than 
10mm) covered sections of Manchuria and the 
Korean Peninsula, while the North China Plain 
remained mostly dry. In Japan, heavy seasonal 
rain and snow (20-60mn, with scattered 
precipitation in excess of 60mm) fell across 
most crop areas. Mean weekly temperatures were 
below normal in the northeast and south, and 
normal to above normal elsewhere. 


AUSTRALIA ... Moderate to heavy rain (10-50mn, 
with isolated rainfall in excess of 100mm) fell 
over southeastern Queensland, benefiting 
vegetative to reproductive summer crops. The 
rain also favored recently planted sugarcane in 
coastal areas. Elsewhere, mostly light rain 
(less than 10mm) fell across crop areas of 
Western and South Australia, Victoria, and 
northeastern New South Wales, while central New 
South Wales remained mostly dry. In the north, 
seasonal rains (10-70mm, with scattered amounts 
in excess of 70mm) fell from northern Western 
Australia eastward to northern Queensland. Mean 
weekly temperatures were above normal in the 
north and normal to below normal in the south. 
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